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注意事項 

 

1  問題用紙はこの表紙と２枚目の白紙を含めて４枚です。 
2 この問題用紙のほかに，解答用紙が１枚，下書き用紙（色のついた用紙）が１枚あり

ます。 

3 解答開始の合図の後，解答用紙の所定欄に受験番号を記入すること。 

4 解答は，解答用紙の所定欄に記入すること。うら面に記入したものは採点しない。 

5 問題用紙及び下書き用紙は，持ち帰りなさい。 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

試験開始の合図があるまで，この問題用紙の中を見てはいけません 
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次の英文記事を読み、以下の問いに日本語で答えなさい。 

 
Hokkaido confirms cattle-attacking brown bear culled 

 
After years of evading capture, a brown bear that attacked 66 cattle in the eastern part of 

Hokkaido has been culled, according to Hokkaido government sources. The bear, named OSO18, 
had been killing cattle around the towns of Shibecha and Akkeshi for the last four years, including 
an attack in June. The damage to livestock exceeded 20 million yen ($137,000) in total. Officials 
have confirmed that liver and tooth samples collected from the culled brown bear match OSO18’s 
DNA, finally putting the long hunt for the cattle-killer to an end. Local authorities said on Aug. 
22 that OSO18 was culled in Kushiro town on July 30.  

The first reported attack by OSO18 occurred on July 16, 2019, when a grazing cow was 
found dead in the Osotsubetsu area of Shibecha. By September that year, 28 cattle had fallen 
victim to the bear. Yet, the culprit behind this unprecedented aggression remained unclear. After 
analyzing the footprints and hairs left at the sites, local authorities determined that the cattle had 
all been attacked by the same bear. It was named OSO18 after the 18-centimeterwide footprints 
and the name of the area of the first attack.  

The Shibecha town government began tracking investigations and patrols in cooperation 
with a local hunting association. Still, the attacks continued. In 2020, five cattle were killed by 
OSO18. The following year, the carnage spread to Akkeshi, which borders Shibecha. Three cattle 
were killed there that July. As the threat continued to spread, an “OSO18 countermeasure meeting” 
was set up in November 2021 by the Kushiro General Promotion Bureau, which oversees the 
administration of a wide area. Officials installed hair traps to collect bear fur for DNA analysis 
and tried capturing photos of OSO18 using an automatic camera. In June, they successfully took 
the first color photograph of the notorious bear.  

Previously, the animal was estimated to be a large bear weighing around 300 kilograms 
based on its 18 cm footprints. However, it turned out to be a typical adult male bear with a foot 
width of 15 to 16 cm and a standing height of around 2 to 2.2 meters. Still, officials had little clue 
about OSO18’s whereabouts, admitting, “We don’t know where it is.” The Kushiro bureau even 
considered using GPS to monitor cattle for abnormalities.  

Masami Yamanaka, a senior member of the “Higuma no kai” (brown bear association) that 
has conducted the bear's research in the Shiretoko Peninsula for many years, pointed out OSO18’s 
high wariness. “A bear cannot eat large prey in one sitting, so it usually stays near its prey. If we 
kill the bear there, that’s it, but (OSO18) disappears quickly,” Yamanaka said. The fact that the 
bear avoided box traps and did not return to sites disrupted by humans suggested it was highly 
wary of humans, he said.  

 

（著作権の関係上，公開できません） 



Yamanaka also pointed to the environmental conditions of the area. The affected areas 
were hilly with pastures intertwined with forests, making it difficult to determine the bear’s 
movements, he said. Another factor was that eastern Hokkaido has a short snowfall period 
compared to other regions. The snow melts more quickly in the region, unlike areas with deeper 
snowfall. This meant that footprints remained visible for only a short period, which made tracking 
difficult. Yamanaka also said that fewer hunters had experience pursuing bears during the 
remaining snow season, as bear hunting in the spring is prohibited. 
 

The Asahi Shimbun by Furuhara K (August 22, 2023)から抜粋 

 
evade : 逃れる   cull: 間引く、殺処分  raze: 牧草を食べる  

victim: 犠牲（者） culprit: 犯人   unprecedented: 前例のない 

carnage: 大虐殺  notorious: 悪名高い  clue: 糸口 

prey: 獲物  intertwine with: と絡み合わせる  

 
 
問１ この英文記事から、OSO18が長期間捕獲されなかった理由を環境要因とOSO18の特

性の両面から250文字程度で説明しなさい。 

 

問２ ヒグマによる家畜被害に対して、ヒグマの駆除は必要な対策であるのか、人と野

生動物の共生という観点からあなたの意見を400文字程度で述べなさい。 
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