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Red-crowned cranes and SDGs
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onservation activities for red-crowned cranes along the
C middle reaches of the Tokachi River are conducted
based on the sustainable development goals (SDGs).
Construction of artificial marshes where the red-crowned
crane can live has reduced the amount of greenhouse gas
emissions needed to maintain and manage the riverbed by
55% (SDGs 13).
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Flying red-crowned cranes
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The information and pictures were adapted with permission from:

AR.C. Corporation, Makoto Shiohara, Wakana Soeta,

Tokachi River Middle Reaches Citizens’ Group, Tokachi Mainichi News Paper Inc.,
Souta Hamazawa, Keiji Hirosawa and Hisashi Yanagawa
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This leaflet was created as part of the Project for
Advanced Expert Training in Symbiotic Areas of Agriculture and Nature. 2021/09/30
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he construction of artificial marshes has consequently

T created an environment in which both terrestrial and
aquatic organisms can live together, resulting in an increase in
the number of species from 215 to 270 (SDGs 15).
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Sarorunrimuse
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Dancing red-crowned cranes
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T he arrival of the red-crowned crane has revived a
traditional event, the Sarorunrimuse (crane dance), which

contributed to the transmission of Ainu culture (SDGs 17). These
efforts were highly appreciated in many fields and, as a result,
the body responsible for the activities, the Tokachi River Middle
Reaches Citizens’ Group, received the Minister of the
Environment Award of the Japan Water Prize.
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Living together with red-crowned cranes
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Red-crowned cranes along the middle reaches of the Tokachi River
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he red-crowned crane is a rare bird distributed only in the
T Russian Far East, part of China, and Hokkaido in Japan.
Its total population is estimated to be 3,050 worldwide, more
than half of which (1,650) are distributed in eastern Hokkaido.
Designated as a Special Natural Monument of Japan, the bird is
called Sarorun Kamuy, meaning the god of the marsh, by the
Ainu people.
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The god of the marsh
: Sarorun Kamuy
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Red-crowned crane parents
and their chicks

1
B

BICL)—Bdsi L icEBonic 2> F3avTcyby
FEWMREICLVEFRENEELTEE L., LHL.
DIETVERITRONTVE T, EEOBAIFRAITIED

DDODHVEITH. BRI - JIEMIEIERLTNET,

Ithough the red-crowned crane was once considered to
A be extinct due to overhunting, its population has increased
again thanks to conservation measures. However, the crane is
only distributed in limited areas. The distribution of its breeding
sites is gradually expanding; however, its wintering sites are
concentrated in the Akan and Kushiro regions.
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o A parent crane with a chick
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Wintering red-crowned
cranes at a feeding station _ 2
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he strategy to move red-crowned cranes to Tokachi has
T been promoted since 1998 in areas along the middle
reaches of the Tokachi River, ahead of other regions of Hokkaido.
As a result, the number of both breeding and wintering
populations are steadily increasing in the middle reaches of the
river. The cranes are now distributed in Kushiro (92.3%), Tokachi
(6.7%), and other areas (1%) in Hokkaido.
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A parent crane and a chick
feeding in a field

FEHERIRLETS

22Fay
A red-crowned crane
gleaning in a field
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T he increasing number of red-crowned cranes, along
with their increasingly widespread distribution, is also

causing conflict with humans; for example, the number of
traffic accidents involving crane collisions with cars and trains
is increasing. In addition, growing numbers of cranes are
feeding in farm fields, raising concerns that they may be
regarded as vermin.
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A red-crowned crane on the road
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A red-crowned crane with

a prosthetic limb instead of the leg lost
in a traffic accident




