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Encouraging the coexistence of people and brown bears
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ccording to a newspaper report, brown bears tended to
A be spotted in Tokachi Region downtown areas more
frequently every other year (specifically in 2015, 2017, and
2019). Recordings by trail cameras installed in and around
riparian forests, through which brown bears move, revealed
that the bears most frequently appeared in the Tokachi
Region after hibernation (April through June) and before
hibernation (November through December.) . They were
usually observed from evening to early morning; therefore,
staying away from rivers during these seasons and time
periods will minimize the risk of encountering the bears.
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Brown bears passing through a riparian forest (photos captured by trail cameras)
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The information and pictures were adapted with permission from:

Chie Ishimura, Isao Ookuma, Kiyoshi Okuda, Makoto Shiohara, Wakana Soeta,
Tokachi Mainichi News Paper Inc., Hisashi Yanagawa and Daiki Yoshimatsu
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ollisions between brown bears and cars or trains, though
C infrequent, do occur. To facilitate the bears’ passage and
prevent such accidents, pipe culverts and overbridges have
been installed along highways.
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Brown bear walking on an overbridge
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Brown bear crossing through
a pipe culvert
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| t is difficult to completely avoid troubles with brown bears,
who are intelligent and have their own individual traits.

However, we can avoid encountering them by avoiding the
seasons, times, and locations where they tend to appear; and
we can also prepare for the possibility of encountering them.
These precautions will enable us to greatly reduce the risk of
such troubles.
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Living together with brown bears
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Interaction between brown bears and the people of Hokkaido

= NN\ >

IRIGBRZARDRERZBILETCHY., t/EBEDED
E BEARDRHBTCELHIET, T XRKIFL I EF
A\/jjivf(kimunkamuy):IJ_IU)?@&%L’C BBLTERL

—A T BEVRIFANICH T 2RERENZ R DIRENCTH .
ET’E%%% HEITLHEECLHIET,

rown bears, the largest terrestrial mammal in Japan, are a
B symbol of the rich nature in Hokkaido. The Ainu people
have long reverenced the animal, calling it kimunkamuy (‘the
mountain god’). It is, however, a wild animal with the ability to kill
people and cause damage to crops and livestock.
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Feces of brown bears that ate

(1) giant butterburs, (2) hardy kiwis,

(3) fruits such as crimson glory vines, (4) seeds such as walnuts and pine nuts,
(5) acorns (feces of a parent and child bear?); and

(6) the remains of a Yezo sika deer, likely eaten by brown bears
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he latest Hokkaido government estimate is that 10,600 +
T 6,700 brown bears inhabit Hokkaido; and 95% of the 173
cities, towns, and villages in Hokkaido who responded to a
questionnaire reported that such animals had been spotted over
the past five years, with 80% reporting that crops and livestock
had been damaged by them.
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Fields (in red), most of them located in or around riparian
forests, which were damaged by brown bear feeding
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Brown bear captured in a trap
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Brown bear spotted
in a downtown area

| n FY 2019, wildlife damage to agriculture and forestry
amounted to roughly 4.7 billion yen: 3.8 billion due to
Yezo sika deer, 320 million to crows, and 220 million to brown

CICEBR NS EHCHET L AL, 2000EH 5 bears. In the Tokachi Begion, corn (especially dent corn),
- . beets, wheat, and sometimes cattle are damaged by the bears.
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Jungle crow and brown bear, in second and third place, respectively,
&Dz—b\i—d—o among wild animals causing agricultural damage

etween 2000 and 2021, at least 13 people were killed by
B brown bears, of whom 11 encountered the bears while
picking edible wild plants or mushrooms. In the Tokachi Region,
one person was killed by a brown bear while picking edible wild
plants in Hironocho, Obihiro City, in June 2010; and another was
killed in Akkeshi Town in the Doto area, in April 2021, in the
same manner.




