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Interaction between eagles and humans
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ntil the middle of the Meiji era (1868-1912), hundreds of
U eagles were reportedly captured in Hokkaido, with their
tail feathers used as fletching. However, they are now
protected; Steller’s sea eagles and white-tailed eagles are
listed as natural monuments and mountain hawk-eagles are
listed as a threatened species.
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A young mountain hawk-eagle protected
after colliding with a glass surface
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Measurement of a Steller’s sea eagle
dead from lead poisoning
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Ithough eagles are protected, there is evidence that
A some eagles in the Tokachi region accidentally swallow
lead bullets while eating the residue of Yezo sika deer,
resulting in lead poisoning. In addition, some eagles are
injured or even killed by man-made causes, such as car
accidents or collisions with glass windows.
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ttempts have been made to promote eagles as a tourism
A resource in the Tokachi region of Hokkaido. You can
almost always observe Steller’s sea eagles and white-tailed
eagles while enjoying an eagle cruise down the Tokachi River
during the winter season. You can also see red-crowned cranes.
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An eagle cruise on the Tokachi River
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Ayoung Steller’s sea eagle
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he cruise is operated with consideration of potentially
T adverse impacts on eagles; for example, cruise guides
are members of the Wild Bird Society of Japan. We must be
flexible in our interaction with eagles; we should not only protect
them, but also keep wise use of them in mind, for example, as
resources for regional development.
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A flying mountain hawk-eagle (hand-reared)
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Eagles in the Tokachi region
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Ecology of eagles in the Tokachi region
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ou can spot three species of eagles in the Tokachi region,
Y Hokkaido: Steller’s sea eagles, white-tailed eagles, and
mountain hawk-eagles. A small number of white-tailed eagles
and mountain hawk-eagles breed in the Tokachi region. Steller’'s
sea eagles and many white-tailed eagles migrate to the Tokachi
region to overwinter.
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An adult Steller’s sea eagle

An adult white-tailed eagle
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An adult mountain hawk-eagle
(hand-reared)
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hite-tailed eagle pairs start laying and brooding eggs in
W mid-February at the earliest. Chicks hatch from mid-April

to May, and are reared in the nest for about three months. The
chicks then leave the nest, but are not yet fully independent and
continue to be fed by their parents.
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An adult white-tailed eagle brooding The young in the nest
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M ountain hawk-eagle pairs start laying and brooding eggs
in mid-March at the earliest. Chicks hatch from mid-May

to June, and are reared in the nest for about three months. Even
after they leave the nest, they continue to be fed by their
parents.
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An adult mountain hawk-eagle brooding The young in the nest
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uring the winter season, many Steller’s sea eagles and
D white-tailed eagles, from far northern regions such as
the Russian Far East, migrate to the Tokachi region to
overwinter. Steller’'s sea eagles, in particular, are a rare
species distributed only in the Russian Far East and Japan.
There are only 4,600-5,100 in the world, of which about
1,400-1,700 overwinter mainly in eastern Hokkaido.
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A white-tailed eagle eating a salmon
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almon running up rivers, such as the Tokachi River, are
S an important food source for these three eagle species
during winter. They also eat residues of Yezo sika deer killed
by hunting or pest extermination.

[Fepsr oz st |

KAER) KRS BUOAEE. ZFEE. FHAN TRz UBERFER.
1LEET I 2 ARSI AL ERFIE

The information and pictures were adapted with permission from:

Isao Ookuma, Nao Ota, Obihiro Zoo, Mitsuyoshi Kato, Yusuke Tamada, Katsui Hirai,
Hokkaido Regional Development Bureau, Hokkaido Mountain Hawk-eagle Research
Group, Hisashi Yanagawa and Kazuya Yoshimura

R AMFIERERTERESPFIREMEE I D—RELTERENTVEY
This leaflet was created as part of the Project for
Advanced Expert Training in Symbiotic Areas of Agriculture and Nature. 2021/02/15



