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Encouraging the coexistence of people and hawks 5
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-I- he habitat status of raptors in the Tokachi Plain has
been changing in recent years. The numbers of
goshawks are slightly decreasing, while those of the
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sparrowhawk are alternately increasing and decreasing. In

contrast to these species, the numbers of common buzzards
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Nest distribution of the goshawk (red), sparrowhawk (blue), and common
buzzard (green), in the middle and southern part of the Tokachi region.

Northern goshawks

40 and Eurasian sparrowhawks

/.\ in the Tokachi Plain
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A rescued common buzzard chick An adult common buzzard
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S CATE F- A N Annual variation in the number of nests of the goshawk (red), sparrowhawk
CTo NAZDDFIBIHETSHRE 0F0SDOME, A7 (blue), and common buzzard (green), in the Tokachi region (2006-2018).
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orests of different ages (years after planting) are
F necessary for the coexistence of people and goshawks
and sparrowhawks in the Tokachi Plain. It is important to
maintain forests of at least 20 years of age for the breeding of
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sparrowhawks, and at least 30 years of age for the breeding s of Agriculture and Veterinary Medicine
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Hokkaido Raptor Conservation
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What are the northern goshawk and the Eurasian sparrowhawk?
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he goshawk and the sparrowhawk are rare raptors, listed
T as near threatened species. The goshawk is about the
size of a crow, and the sparrowhawk is about the size of a
pigeon. Both species feed chiefly on birds.

INZADKS
An adult Eurasian
sparrowhawk
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An adult northern
goshawk
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Mitsuyoshi Kato (Regional Environmental Planning Inc.),

Tokachi Eurasian Sparrowhawk Project, Katsui Hirai, Hisashi Yanagawa
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B oth species breed in Hokkaido, and therefore in spring
they return to the forests where they breed. Goshawks

begin to lay eggs from mid-April, and sparrowhawks from early
May. Chicks hatch in June, and leave the nest in July and
August. After breeding, they migrate to the wintering grounds.
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Northern goshawk : eggs in the nest— incubation — chick raising — chicks in the nest
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Eurasian sparrowhawk : eggs in the nest — incubation — chick raising — chicks in the nest
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oth goshawks and sparrowhawks generally breed in
B windbreaks in the Tokachi Plain. The nests of goshawks
are typically found in Japanese larch forests planted 45 years
ago on average. On the other hand, sparrowhawks nest and
breed in slightly younger forests (averaging 38 years old), not
only of Japanese larch but also of evergreen conifers such as
the Sakhalin fir and white pine. The assumed reason for the
difference in the two species’ breeding forests is that it
reduces the risk of sparrowhawks being eaten by the
goshawks.
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Nests and nesting forests
of the sparrowhawk
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Nests and nesting forests
of the goshawk

BOEODBEIL. 100km2b ) FTHAZ2AD
E K28, NAZAPKIETLIe, BHIDAKTH
MODGEWHBEFEE ClE. FMMEOmEDRDOEEIFEL
BTOTWET,

he nest density is roughly 2/100 kmz2 for goshawks, and
T roughly 3/100 km2 for sparrowhawks, on average. The
nest density of both woodland species is low in the Tokachi
Plain, with its extensive farmland and scarce forests.




