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How to interact with flying squirrels

<> N\ <

TWET, KFDOF v/ \REZDEDIC149ED
BRzHT. 8A~10HD3HARBLICER. TDEIC
EENTAF24EHRL SO TN ERDRIREINE LT

. E LEERFOBRNICIIZOIVEEYADERL
-
=

M any flying squirrels live on the university campus. We
put up 149 nest boxes in and around the campus, and

observed the nest boxes for three months from August to
October. We counted a total of 91 individuals, including 24
juveniles born in the year.
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A flying squirrel having
returned to the nest.

The building behind is

the General Research
Building 111
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Aflying squirrel in mid-glide
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he number of flying squirrels on campus does not seem to
T be greatly reduced from that of 30 years ago, when we
began investigation; however, the forested area they inhabit is
gradually decreasing, and rows of trees used for their migration
are being cut down.
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crossing structure has been installed at the southwest
A end of the campus, to make it easier for the squirrels to
transit between the forests bisected by the freeway. Monitoring
revealed that the squirrels used the structure to cross; thus, we
may need to install more such structures to protect them.
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A road-crossing structure
for flying squirrels
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A forest fragmented by deforestation
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Flying squirrels

on the campus of Obihiro University

of Agriculture and Veterinary Medicine
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Ecology of the flying squirrels on campus
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M any flying squirrels live on the campus of Obihiro
University of Agriculture and Veterinary Medicine.

Although we seldom see them because they are nocturnal, they
actually live very close to us. Flying squirrels do not hibernate,
but are active throughout the year.
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A flying squirrel with summer pelage
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A flying squirrel with winter pelage
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lying squirrels typically nest in natural tree cavities or old
F woodpeckers’ nests. Nest boxes with entrance holes of
3-4 cm in diameter are also often used; however, they are not
used in winter due to poor heat retention.
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A flying squirrel using a nest box
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A flying squirrel peeking out
from a tree cavity
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lying squirrels are largely plant eaters, feeding mainly on
F tree leaves and leaf buds; whereas, red squirrels feed
chiefly on walnut seeds and pine seeds. Therefore, there is little
overlap in the food resources of the two species.
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Aflying squirrel eating willow leaves
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A flying squirrel eating larch leaf buds
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lying squirrels give birth once or twice a year, with two to
F six pups in one delivery. Pups usually open their eyes at
35 days after birth, and then leave the nest at around 60 days.
They start practicing gliding about 50 days after birth.
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A hairless flying squirrel on the day of birth
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Aflying squirrel at about 60 days after birth
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lying squirrels on the campus have a home range of
F about 2 ha (female) and 7ha (male) on average.
Although females tend to keep away from each other during
breeding, the home ranges of different females, males, and of

males and females, overlap.



