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How to interact with red squirrels
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n albino red squirrel has been spotted on the campus,
A attracting much attention, including visits from many
cameramans. Unfortunately, in their desire for a good shot,
some thoughtless visitors have fed the squirrel, and others
yelled “Don’t get in the way!” to students walking nearby,
which is clearly unacceptable. The university is primarily a
place of study, and any behavior deleterious to normal
student activities is not allowed.
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An albino squirrel
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n addition, red squirrels are wildlife. They live without
depending on humans, in contrast to farm and companion
animals, and therefore we do not need to feed them. The faculty,
staff, and students of Obihiro University of Agriculture and
Veterinary Medicine love red squirrels on the campus, and
respect their natural way of life; therefore, we never feed them.
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An artificially fed squirrel Do not feed the squirrel
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recent collaborative study between Obihiro University and
A Hokkaido University has shown that red squirrels on the
campus of Obihiro University are actually urban squirrels, and
have adapted to people far more than rural squirrels. The red
squirrels on campus may not appear to be very shy and modest,
but they are still wildlife, and when interacting with wildlife we
should keep a suitable distance away, instead of making them
come nearer. This is the proper way to respect each other.
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Let’s respect their way of living

So far, never cross this place
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Ecology of the red squirrels on campus . . o s
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ach squirrel has a home range
E of 1 to 4 ha, and the home
ranges of multiple squirrels typically
overlap. They use two types of lairs:
a nest is used for temporary rest and
a drey is used for child-rearing and
overwintering. Dreys are often
constructed at a height of 10 m or
more, in evergreen conifers. Tree
hollows and man-made structures
are also used as lairs.

any red squirrels live on the campus of Obihiro University
M of Agriculture and Veterinary Medicine(OUAVM). They are
a subspecies of the Eurasian red squirrel, which is widely
distributed throughout England, the northern Eurasian continent,
northeast China, and the Korean peninsula. Red squirrels do not
hibernate, but are active throughout the year.
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, Asquirrel in summer coat

Ilthough red squirrels mainly eat plants, they also
A occasionally eat insects and birds’ eggs, and even nibble
animal bones and deer antlers. We investigated the diet of the
squirrels on campus, and found that the seeds of pines, spruces,
and walnuts accounted for more than 80% of their diet. Flying
squirrels, on the other hand, living in the same forest as red
squirrels, mainly eat the leaves and leaf buds of trees, enabling
segregated food resources for the two species of squirrel.
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A squirrel in winter coat
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Collaborators: Yushin Asari (OUAVM), Kenta Uchida (Hokkaido University),
Isao Okuma (OUAVM) , Makoto Shiohara (Tokachi Mainichi Newspaper Inc.),
Tatsuki Shimamoto (OUAVM), Hisashi Yanagawa (OUAVM)
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A squirrel eating Korean pine
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ed squirrels give birth once or twice a year, with litters
R of roughly three to six babies; however, less than a
quarter of newborns will typically survive the first year, and
fewer still will survive as adults in the wild for more than three
years. In contrast, human-raised red squirrels have been
known to live 15 years or longer. Survival is actually a
formidable challenge for wildlife.
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A muscular baby squirrel
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tray cats and jungle crows are natural enemies of
S squirrels in the parks of Honshu and Sapporo, Hokkaido,
whereas there are relatively few stray cats in chilly Obihiro, and
most crows on the campus are less aggressive, carrion Crows.
This may explain why there are many red squirrels on campus.




