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The National Research Center for Protozoan Diseases of 
Obihiro University of Agriculture and Veterinary Medicine was 
established as an interuniversity jointuse facility in 1990, 
certified as a national jointuse facility in 2000, and then as a 
jointuse facility/research center in 2009 by the Ministry of 
Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology. The 
Center, which is the only research base for protozoan diseases 
in Japan, has taken a leadership role in basic and applied 
research into the monitoring and control of protozoan diseases 
in order to achieve three missions, “advanced research” , 
“ in te rna t iona l  coopera t ion” ,  and  “human resource  
development” , and has also provided a number of experts in 
protozoan diseases at home and abroad.

The infectious diseases with protozoan parasites are mostly 
zoonotic diseases that not only cause problems in food 
production but also directly jeopardize human health and safe 
social activities. To solve these issues, the Center has 
constructed its own genomic and transcriptomic database of 
pathogenic protozoans and the arthropods that transmit these 
protozoans, which are important for the medical and veterinary 
communities, and distributes this information to the world. The 
Center also continues to vigorously push forward on basic and 
applied research into protozoan diseases by using the 
database for its own research purposes.

Furthermore, two laboratories belonging to the Center were 
certified as Reference Laboratories of the World Organisation 
for Animal Health (OIE) in 2007, and then the entire National 
Research Center for Protozoan Diseases was certified as an 
OIE Collaborating Centre in 2008. In 2018, the OIE Reference 
Laboratory achieved International Standard, ISO/IEC17025: 

2005 accreditation. The Center will continue to work in 
cooperation with the OIE and related veterinary disease 
agencies to further monitor and control protozoan diseases on 
a global scale.

In addition, since 1995 and for more than 20 years now, the 
Center has conducted a 10month Japan International 
Cooperation Agency (JICA) Group Training Course by inviting 
experts from emerging and developing countries who are 
involved in the prevention of common zoonotic diseases. 
Nearly 200 participants have completed this course so far. The 
international network constructed by JICA Training Course 
participants and individuals who have completed their doctoral 
course (around 300 now) serves as a driving force in the 
development of educational and research activities not only in 
the Center but also in the entire university. In the future, the 
Center will strive to contribute to the advancement of academic 
institutions by utilizing the human capital we have accumulated 
so far both domestically and internationally in related academic 
societies.

The National Research Center for Protozoan Diseases realizes 
that future jointuse/research bases will be expected to 
contribute to the development of related academic societies 
and academia by inheriting the wisdom and technologies 
established in Japan by our predecessors.
The Center will steadfastly fulfill the role required of it by 
society by sincerely carrying out the three missions of 
“advanced research” , “international cooperation” , and 
“human resource development” involved in the monitoring and 
control of protozoan diseases. We truly appreciate for your 
continued support.

Shin-ichiro Kawazu





Research Unit for Global Infection Control

Babesia and Plasmodium parasites are intraerythrocytic apicomplexan protozoans which cause sever 
morbidity and mortality to the animals and humans in the world. These parasites invade into the host 
erythrocytes and extensively modify structural and mechanical properties of the erythrocytes. To find 
a way to control babesiosis and malaria, we are studying on invasion and host erythrocyte 
modification mechanisms of the parasites by using genome manipulation techniques. Furthermore, 
we are performing field epidemiology of protozoan diseases.

    Mechanisms of parasite invasion 
into the erythrocyte

   Mechan isms  o f  e ry th rocy te  
modification by the parasites

    Field epidemiology of protozoan 
diseases

Genome editing by CRISPR/
Cas9 system

Ungulate malaria parasite
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Department of Disease Control

1984

This journal has been issued once or twice a year as an international journal on 
protozoan diseases since 1990.

We are calling for review papers, original papers and short commu-ni-cation papers 
pertaining to the study of protozoan diseases, pro-to-zoology, and arthropod vectors.

Yoshifumi Nishikawa : nisikawa@obihiro.ac.jp
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Grant-in-Aid for Research Activity Start-up

Contract research

FY2019  FY2020  FY2021 FY2019  FY2020  FY2021



Assoc. Prof. Masahito Asada

Visiting Prof. Shinji Harakawa

Prof. Hiroshi Suzuki / Assoc. Prof. Rika Umemiya-Shirafuji

Senior Chief

Thillaiampalam Sivakumar, Yuho Watanabe, Nanako Ushio-Watanabe,
Bumduuren Tuvshintulga, Takahiro Shirozu,

Ai Shindo, Yoshiko Fujioka

JSPS Postdoctoral Fellowships for Research in Japan
Ehab Elnour Ahmed Mossaad, Nanang Rudianto Ariefta

JSPS Research Fellowship for Young Scientists
Tomoyo Taniguchi

Yuko Kanomata, Rina Morimoto

2021

2021

Tamasa Araki Fixed-term Researcher, National Institute of
 Infectious Diseases
Hiromi Ikadai Associate Professor, Kitasato University
Aiko Iguchi Senior Assistant Professor, Tottori University
Yuzuru Ikehara Professor, Chiba University
Takahiro Ishizaki Project Researcher, Umeå University
Mitsuhiro Iyori Associate Professor, Kanazawa University
Shunji Kasai Former Researcher, Eisai Co., Ltd.
Satoru Kawai Professor, Dokkyo Medical University
Takumi Koshiba Professor, Fukuoka University
Naoya Kojima Professor, Tokai University
Yoshiyasu Kobayashi Professor, Obihiro University of Agriculture and 
 Veterinary Medicine
Tatsuki Sugi Assistant Professor, Hokkaido University
Takeshi Suzuki Associate Professor, Tokyo University of
 Agriculture and Technology
Madoka Seki Assistant Professor, Iwate University
Tetsuya Tanaka Professor, Kagoshima University
Manabu Tokeshi Professor, Hokkaido University
Youichi Nakao Professor, Waseda University
Ryo Nakao Associate Professor, Hokkaido University
Koichi Narita Assistant Professor, Tohoku Medical and 
 Pharmaceutical University
Coh-ichi Nihei Senior Researcher, Microbial Chemistry Research
 Foundation
Enoch Y. Park Professor, Shizuoka University
Kenji Hikosaka Senior Assistant Professor, Chiba University
Akikazu Fujita Professor, Kagoshima University
Tatsunori Masatani Associate Professor, Gifu University
Toshihiro Murata Senior Assistant Professor, Tohoku Medical and
 Pharmaceutical University
Ayumu Moriya Senior Researcher, Hokudo Co., Ltd.
Junya Yamagishi Associate Professor, Hokkaido University
Yasunaga Yoshikawa Senior Assistant Professor, Kitasato University
DeMar Taylor Professor, University of Tsukuba
Badgar BATTSETSEG Director, Institute of Veterinary Medicine
  Mongolian University of Life Science
Daniel Sojka Research Scientist, Institute of Parasitology, 
 Biology Centre CAS
Haiyan Gong Associate Professor, Shanghai Veterinary 
 Research Institute, Chinese Academy of 
 Agricultural Sciences
Jack Sunter David Fell Research Fellow, Oxford Brookes University
Jinlin Zhou Professor, Shanghai Veterinary Research Institute,
 Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences
Mark Carrington Professor, University of Cambridge, 
Marvin Ardeza Villanueva Senior Science Research Specialist, Philippine 
 Carabao Center 
Morakot Kaewthamasorn Associate Professor, Chulalongkorn University, 
Phung Thang Long Vice Rector (Associate Professor), Hue University
 of Agriculture and Forestry
Sanjay Kumar Principal Scientist, ICAR-National Research 
 Centre on Equines, India
Seekkuge Susil Director, Department of Animal Production and Health
Priyanntha Silva Veterinary Research Institute
Tserendorj MUNKHJARGAL Researcher, Institute of Veterinary Medicine, 
 Mongolian University of Life Science
Zhe Hu Associate Professor, Harbin Veterinary Research 
 Institute, CAAS

Members of the Center



Logo of National Research Center for Protozoan Diseases

From Obihiro Station to the University

From Tokachi-Obihiro Airport to the University

420 yen

420 yen

420 yen
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August 20th, 2021

Through daily research on protozoa,

We inspire the high aspiration for health and symbiosis of humans and animals.

We feel the dynamism of beautiful life and the realization of fruitful achievement.

Main concept




