CONSTRUCTS AND CAUSAL EXPLANATIONSIN
PSYCHOLOGY
Y oshiyuki Watanabe

Abstruct: Psychologica usage of constructs and its
methodological limitations were discussed. Any psychological
construct can be classified into disposition-concept and
theoretical construct with its implications, reductability into
observations of behavioral patterns, or existence of surplus
meanings. In describing behavioral patterns and classifying
individuals, disposition concepts and theoretical constructs
are equally usable, but cross-situational predictions and causal
explanations of behavior are permitted only in theoretical
constructs.  Although most theoretical concepts in
psychology prove their surplus meanings by corresponding
themself with human inner process, their correspondance
hardly confirmed with empirical methods.
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